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Press Release 29 July 2007
 The Solitaire du Figaro plays a role in the boating dynamic in Calvados

For the second time in three years, the Solitaire Afflelou Le Figaro is stopping over in Calvados. Every year this major race brings together the world’s leading single-handed sailors. Such an event has a direct impact on the inhabitants of Calvados - for keen sailors it can sometimes be the trigger which inspires them to start racing, for businessmen it can be a powerful communications tool, whilst for others it is simply the occasion to come and dream. 
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afflelou le Figara. He had dreamt about it in Caen in 2003, and today he has actually
made it there | ‘




For ten days, from the 21 to 31 July, Caen marina was caught up in the rhythm of preparations for the Solitaire Afflelou Le Figaro. Three sailors from Calvados were in the line up. One of them, Jean-Charles Monnet, was inspired to take part in the ‘Figaro’ when walking on the pontoons of the Solitaire in Caen in July 2004. Maybe this year it will be his turn to inspire another young Calvados sailor to take part in the adventure of open sea racing.
‘I can remember the departure of the Solitaire Afflelou Le Figaro three years ago here in Caen very clearly. Studying the skippers taking part in this race really made me want to do the same. When I learnt that the Figaro was leaving from Caen once again, I decided to go for it! It was now or never!’ Jean-Charles Monnet recalls. And, since the young Calvados sailor is not the sort of person to do things by half, it was no sooner said than done and there he is on line up in Caen this year for the departure of the 38th Solitaire Afflelou Le Figaro.
The Solitaire, inspiring vocations
The fact that the Solitaire du Figaro is at Caen plays an important role in the sailing dynamic in Calvados, as Jean-Charles Monnet confirms: ‘for the past few years now boating has been on the up in the department. Both in terms of the boating industry and as a sporting activity. Whilst it’s not a revolution things are definitely moving in the right direction! Every event and race organised in the department furthers this dynamic.’ And as part of this overall movement the fact that the Solitaire du Figaro is at Caen can only be a motivating factor for young sailors in Calvados. And it might even be the event that inspires others to become professional skippers.
And it is exactly the same thing with the other sailing major events organised in Calvados, such as Deauville International Week, for instance, as the manager of the CNTH (Trouville-Hennequeville Boating Centre) Laurent Manoury points out: ‘people come asking for lessons after each International Week!’ 

Communication ideas
Such a major sporting event with its panoply of media coverage and PR operations also interests certain businessmen: ‘The Solitaire du Figaro communicates a good image. It gives decision-makers ideas for communicating! Some businesses get involved in sponsoring due to this race,’ Jean-Charles Monnet points out. 

‘The impact these races have is undeniable,’ adds Laurent Manoury, non-sailors come to admire the boats and to dream, and for sailors it sometimes inspires a vocation. In either case, it makes people want to sail and that is an extremely good thing!’ 
‘Boating at School’ operation – a major success for sailing in schools in Calvados

As part of its policy to promote boating in Calvados, the Departmental Council in partnership with the sailing clubs and the local education authorities launched the ‘Boating at School’ operation in 2005. This measure consists in providing financial support covering 50% of the cost of lessons (6 euros per session per pupil for a series of 4 to 10 sessions per class. The municipalities pay for the rest, including transport). It has been a runaway success, and thanks to this operation about 3500 children every year in the department have fun discovering the joys of sailing, sandsailing, canoeing or kayaking. 

Laurent Manoury, the manager of the CNTH (Trouville-Hennequeville Boating Centre) states: ‘This measure has had a major impact on the development of sailing in schools. For the CNTH, the number of school sailing outings has doubled in 2 years (1600 outings in 2006, 3200 in 2007) and our schedule is already full for 2008!
The financial support of the Departmental Council is of course the driving force behind this surge in interest, but it should have a lasting effect. Sailing is beginning to play a role in schools’ projects. 
[image: image3.jpg]


The support of the Departmental Council also means sailing clubs can establish permanent facilities with all-year-round activities, this brings permanent employment, boosts the professionalism of training, and allows clubs to invest in new equipment (technical equipment, sailing wear, lifejackets etc).’ 
And the icing on the cake is that this explosion in school sailing has a spill-over effect on leisure sailing: ‘today we are seeing triple returns on this development of school sailing: the pupils’ parents, cousins, brothers and sisters are enrolling to take leisure sailing courses during the holidays, those pupils who really took to sailing are joining sports schools, and finally some young people are becoming sailing instructors.’
Sailing schools in Calvados today have excellent training facilities for beginners and advanced sailors.
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